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June  12,  1945 


To  the  Imperial  T^lnlstry  for 

lorelgn  \ffairs 

Tolcyo 

FiOferrlng  to  its  earlier  coami'nlcatlcns  relating  to  the 
notification  of  the  names  of  prisoners  of  war,  the  Swiss  Legatlo. 
has  the  honor  to  inform  the  Imperial  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs 
that  tlie  Government  of  the  United  States  of  America  has  requestei 
the  Swiss  Government  to  address  the  following  notification  to  tht 
Japanese  Government: 

"A  Japanese  Oovernmont  memorandum  of  3rd  Tay  1944  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  United  States  Government  by  the  Spanish  Embassy  at 
Washington  states  that  the  Japanese  Government  attaches  great 
Importance  to  reporting  the  names  of  American  prisoners  of  war  ai 
is  exerting  special  elforus  in  that  direction.  The  liberation  o:i 
American  prisoners  of  war  In  Burma  furnishes  conclusive  evidence 
that  the  Japanese  Government  failed  to  report  the  names  of  large 
numbers  of  American  natiom*.!?  held  i:.  Japanese  custody.  Neglect 
on  the  part  cf  the  Japanese  Government  to  exerci::.e  care  in  these 
circumstances  caused  great  and  unnecessary  anxiety  to  the  famillc 
of  prisoners  of  war  some  of  whom  have  been  held  by  the  Japanese 
since  1942.  The  Japanese  Goyernment  voluntarily  undertook  to 
apoly  the  provisions  of  the  Geneva  Prisoners  of  War  Convention  li 
the  treatment  of  American  prisoners  of  war.  Article  77  of  that 
Convention  provides  reporting  names  within  the  shortest  possible 
period*  The  United  Soates  Government  demands  that  the  Japanese 
Government  investigate  the  records  and  forward  to  the  United 
States  Government  through  appropriate  channels  the  names  of  all 
American  prisoners  of  war  not  yet  officially  reported.” 

The  Legation  would  appreciate  it  if  the  Ministry  would  lei 
it  have  the  answer  of  the  Imperial  Government  to  the  present 
notification  and  takes  this  opportunity  to  renew  the  assurances 
of  its  high  consideration. 


/F-E  of  8th  Juls/ 
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for  For W?f.mTtJ^ 

Legation  that  the  competent  Authorities  had  not  yet  obtained  the 
complete  list  of  survivors  of  the  vessel  sunk  on  26  June  1944, 
off  the  east  coast  of  SUMATRA.  Aha  note/  added  that  efforts 
would  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  completing  the  list  with  the 
utmost  expedition. 
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Poeviwnt  NO| 


The  Legation  has  the  honor  to  Inform  the  Imperial  Ministry 
that  It  has  not  yet  received  the  names  of  these  prlsoMrs  of  war 
survivors.  /The  Legation/  would  attach  the  greatest  Importance 
to  getting  them  as  soon  as  possible. 


In  thanking  the  Imoerlal  fXlnlstry  In  antlelpatlon  of  Its 

utmost  good  offices  In  this  respect,  „ 

opportunity  to  renew  the  assurances  of  Its  highest  consideration! 


Karulzawa,  8  June  194-5 


To  the  Imperial  Ministry 
of  Foreign  Affairs 
Tokyo. 
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